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NUMBER OF SYRIAN CHILDREN IN NEED HITS RECORD HIGH
UNICEF Press Release

New York City, 09.05.2022, 00:37 Time

AFSData Global Media Partner - Statement by UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, Adele Khodr

AMMAN, 8 May 2022 – “Millions of children continue to live in fear, need and uncertainty inside Syria and in neighbouring countries.

“More than 6.5 million children in Syria are in need of assistance, the highest number recorded since the beginning of the crisis, more
than 11 years ago.

“The crisis in Syria is far from over. In just the first three months of this year, 213 children were killed or injured. Since the beginning of
the crisis in 2011, over 13,000 children have been confirmed killed or injured.

“In Syria’s neighbouring countries, strained by political instability and fragility, nearly 5.8 million children depend on assistance, their
lives riddled with poverty and hardship.

“Children’s needs, both inside Syria and in neighbouring countries, are growing. Many families struggle to make ends meet. Prices of
basic supplies including food are skyrocketing, partially as a result of the crisis in Ukraine.

“Funding for humanitarian operations is meanwhile fast dwindling. Ahead of the sixth Brussels Conference on Syria and the region on
10 May, UNICEF has received less than half of its funding requirements for this year. Of our requirements to reach children and
families impacted by the crisis in Syria, we urgently need nearly US$20 million for cross-border operations, the only lifeline for nearly 1
million children in the northwest of Syria.

“Investments are also imperative to restore systems to deliver essential basic services, like education, water and sanitation, health,
nutrition, and social protection, leaving no Syrian child behind.

“UNICEF renews its appeal to all parties to the conflict and those with influence over them to reach a political solution to the crisis for
the sake of Syria’s children and their future. In the absence of such a solution, humanitarian response inside Syria and the
neighbouring countries must continue to be supported.

“Every day counts. Syria’s children have suffered for far too long and should not suffer any longer.”

Source: ARAC International global media and strategic partner via UNCMCoord program UNICEF/ OCHA global media and
humanitarian.
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